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Nepal Update

IN MARCH:
Nepal made international headlines a few weeks ago because of a 

tragic plane crash. A commercial plane from Bangladesh crashed 

during landing at the Kathmandu airport, and 49 of the 71 passengers 

and crew died in the accident.  

   

Sophia, the humanoid robot and a citizen of the kingdom of Saudi 

Arabia, came to Nepal to attend the UN Tech Conference 2018 

organized by the UN Development Programme. She delivered a key 

note address and had brief interactions with the attendees.  

Nepal also had a presidential election this past month. Bidhya Devi 

Bhandari was re-elected as the ceremonial president of Nepal by the 

new electoral college formed after the 2017 election.



A Month of Coordinating with the Government!

Kathmandu 
Office 
Update

We held a Central Project Advisory Committee (CPAC) meeting in 

Kathmandu. Ten representatives from different government 

departments and ministries, in addition to five dZi staff members, 

attended the meeting. We shared our finances and project details 

from the last fiscal year and updated them on our ongoing programs. 

The government employees gave various suggestions on how to 

improve our project impacts following the presentations.  

Finally, we signed the MOU with the Nepal Government for the 

schools that we completed last year and the schools we are building 

this year. This process had been ridiculously slow, and ironically, the 

MOU of last year schools did not get signed until almost a year after 

we completed the projects. In addition, Heema and Jhanak spent 

time in our partner communities for the Improved Cook Stove 

project's mid-term evaluation in Gudel and Chheskam. 

The Central Project Advisory Committee 

meeting at the Social Welfare Council



US 
Office 

Update

After a thorough process of developing goals for dZi's marketing project, 

completing a detailed literature review, and interviewing 8 potential 

design partners, we are excited to announce our new partner for this 

project, Solidarity of Unbridled Labour! 

Solidarity is a design studio based in Burlington, VT that has a funny name, 

but is on the cutting edge of design for corporate companies and 

nonprofits. They have an impressive resume of clients, including Burton, 

Patagonia, Seventh Generation, Xbox, and The North Face. They were the 

most enthusiastic and impressive company we spoke with, and they 

designed a custom proposal based on our objectives - all within our 

budget. This is way below the industry standard for this work, but they feel 

so connected to dZi's mission, they want to help us however they can. 

In addition to this, the US Office has been busy finalizing the budget and 

beginning to get ready for the May board meeting. Jim has been preparing 

for a very busy April travel schedule for fundraising, and Elizabeth has 

been staying up-to-date with our Visionary Society Members and 

contacting them about renewing their pledges and yearly donations. 

Ben speaking at a packed event in Waterbury VT.

http://solidarityofunbridledlabour.com/


Updates from our Partner Communities

Construction Projects

We completed the 3 drinking water projects and irrigation project this month. We 

also completed the public audits and post construction trainings for all of these 

projects too. The Improved Cook Stove project is still in progress. We had hoped 

to finish the ICS project by the end of March, but because of unforeseen 

challenges, we will finish it in April.   

The school construction projects are underway and around 60% of the projects 

have been completed. The schools funded by D2N are expected to be done this 

month, while rest of the schools will not be done until the end of June. 
Hira Primary School, Maheswori

Pabitra Rai with 

newly built 

tap in Rok, Sotang

Heema taking 

photo during the 

evaluation of ICS 

project

Janachetana School, GudelJanajagriti School, Sotang



Agriculture Program

This month, we trained 186 farmers on how to grow ginger, turmeric, and chilly 

and 102 farmers on how to grow climber vegetables. Sixteen farmers 

learned how to prepare organic pesticides. We conducted an orientation on 

banana farm management for 5 farmers, a training on how to cultivate 

mushrooms for 50 farmers, and a book-keeping training for 37 farmers' groups. 

We continued to distribute seeds for different crops this month too. 

Eleven farmers' groups in Gudel received support from the government. We 

conducted a farmer study visit for 28 farmers from Rakha, Dipsung and Sungdel. 

Patrus Rai - one of our new Community Market Facilitators - also sold 65kg of 

turmeric and 2,300kg of ginger seeds from Khotang!

Farmers in Khotang learning how to use new technologies during their study visit



Submission of Project Agreement Proposal to Social 

Welfare Council.

 

Feasibility study in Bung to initiate our agriculture program.

 

Feasibility study of projects proposed for next year.

Up Next in April! 

Mansu has been the Field 

Assistant in Sotang since 2015. 

Despite her educational 

background in agriculture, she is a 

great community mobilizer and is 

skilled in technical construction. 

Her passion to work with and serve 

local communities led her to dZi 

and Sotang, far from her home and 

family in Kanku, Solukhumbu. She 

was voted as one of the 3 staff of 

the year this year. She is well- 

known for her amazing volley ball 

and table tennis skills. In the future, 

she wants to start commercial 

farming and use her extensive 

knowledge on agriculture. 

Meet Mansu Rai



Story of the Month

The road has reached the Mahakulung Rural Municipality - it has been built all 

the way to Bung. On March 26th, the rural municipality celebrated this 

achievement and blessed everyone who was involved and contributed to 

the project. The rural municipality used local funds to build the road. The new 

rural municipality of Mahakulung consists of Bung, Chheskam and Gudel. 

The rural municipality office plans to expand the road across the municipality.  

This makes our working communities more accessible and easier to reach. It 

now takes 14 hours to drive from Kathmandu to Bung. In the dry season, Bung, 

Chheskam and Gudel are now reachable within a day and a half. However, 

the road expansion will bring both opportunities and challenges for us working 

in these communities in the coming months and years. 



Thank you for reading! 

As always, we'd love to hear from you. 

Please send any comments, feedback, or 

questions you'd like explained in 

the March report to me at 

rupak@dzi.org 

Thank you for reading! 


