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Nepal Update
IN MAY:
The Government of Nepal launched its new agenda and 1.31 trillion
NPR budget for the fiscal year 2018-19. The government's priorities
are to generate employment opportunities, promote agriculture and
tourism, conserve water resources and improve public health services.
The government aims to cover 60% of the budget by collecting
revenue and will seek the remaining 40% from external and internal
loans and grants.
This month, the Prime Minister of India made an official visit to Nepal,
the first time since the new government formed.

Bhoto Jatra is one of the many festivals celebrated in Kathmandu

Kathmandu Office Update
Preparation for next year!
In May, the Kathmandu office was mainly
busy preparing the Project Agreement
document. We submitted the document to
the Social Welfare Council as well. The
Kathmandu office facilitated the feasibility
study of the projects proposed for next year.
The Kathmandu office also submitted the
final budget for next year, which was
presented at the board meeting. Ang Chokpa
Sherpa traveled to the US to attend the
board meeting to represent the Nepal team.

US Office Update
US staff was mostly busy preparing
for and hosting the semi-annual
Board of Director's meeting in
Telluride, CO this past month!
We would like to thank Jeff and
Debbie Resnick for so graciously
hosting us in their home and for all
of the board and advisory board
members who took the time to join
us for a fun and productive couple
of days. We accomplished a lot and
are excited for what's ahead!

Updates from our Partner Communities
Construction Projects
We completed the reconstruction of 5 more schools in May. It turned
out that these schools had underspent the estimated budget, so the
community decided to use the remaining funds to make furniture for
the classrooms. The schools will be handed over the community this
month after finishing the furniture.
We will complete construction of the one remaining school Cheskam Primary School - and finish the Improved Cook Stove
project in Gudel by the end of June.

Hira Primary School, Maheswori
Janagriti Primary School, Sotang

Hira Primary School, Maheswori

Sotang Secondary
School, Sotang

Agriculture Program

Agriculture technician for Sotang, Jasbahadur, during combined meeting.

This month, our agriculture team has been focused on collecting
income records from the Farmer Record Sheets. Our team also
collected specific requests from farmers and our supporting partner
NGOs, which will inform our program proposal for next year. The
agriculture team completed a 2-day combined meeting in Rakha,
and we have also received a proposal with program details and a
budget from our NGO partners.
In addition, we trained 139 farmers on market management, 15 farmers
on cultivation of onion, garlic and chilly, and 5 farmers on banana farm
management. We distributed climber vegetables to 117 farmers as
well.

Meet Subindra Rai
Subindra Rai has been an Assistant
Civil Technician for dZi since 2017.
He is from Rakha, one of our partner
communities, and lives there with his
wife and children.
Subindra is well known in his
community for his impressive
technical skills, including building and
various other construction. He has
forayed into a variety of enterprises,
like running a restaurant, driving a
cab in Kathmandu, working as a
foreign migrant worker, and as a head
mason in construction. He was
working in Malaysia when he got a
call from dZi.
He is happy to return home to Rakha and his family and work full
time as our technical assistant for all of our Khotang projects.

Up Next in June!
Agriculture fair and exhibition in Chheskam.
Nepal staff performance evaluation.
Parent Teacher Association refresher training in Bung.

Story of the Month

Pictured here is a suspension bridge in Maheswori. With the expansion
of the road and the opening of a new road in Maheswori, this bridge is
now of almost no use. Most of the old walking trails have disappeared as
a result, and people are happy to use the new road.
This bridge is not the only piece of infrastructure affected. The irrigation
canal right below the bridge was also damaged by the road expansion.
Our drinking water project and irrigation project in Sotang and several
starter projects in Bung were also affected by the road expansion in
those communities.
Things are rapidly changing in our communities since the new local
government formed, and we hope the changes benefit the communities.

Thank you for reading!

As always, we'd love to hear from you.
Please send any comments, feedback, or
questions you'd like explained in
the May report to me at rupak@dzi.org

