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Nepal Update
IN JUNE:
This month, the Nepali prime minister made a six day official visit
to China. During the visit, different agreements were signed
on topics like railway construction, road expansion and technical
support from China. The visit also helped to secure more financial
assistance from China for this fiscal year.
The monsoon season officially started in Nepal. As monsoon
rains began pouring, Nepalis are busy preparing seeds and planting
paddies in the fields. Rice is the staple food in Nepal and the
majority of the lower Hill and Terai regions grow rice. Nepal
celebrated "National Paddy Day" on June 29th.

Kathmandu
Office
Update
A Month of Reunion!
June has been a month of homecoming for DCD Chokpa and ED Ben.
Chokpa was in the US for the semi-annual board meeting and Ben
was working in the US for 3 months given his changed role and
responsibilities. We successfully secured a 3-year visa for Ben and also
completed our annual staff performance evaluations after Chokpa returned.
At the end of the month, we had a two-day staff retreat in Nagarkot, a
hill village near Kathmandu. We discussed our organizational goals, action
items to achieve them, and the upcoming re-branding process. Ben
facilitated the retreat and we found it very inspiring.

US Office Update
June got off to a great start with our kickoff meeting in Burlington,
VT for our work with Solidarity of Unbridled Labour. Solidarity
facilitated a day-long creative session, called the "Brand Trust", from
which they will create the foundation for the branding work. It was
an inspiring and exciting day. Thank you Bill Liske for making the trip
to Vermont!
The fiscal year ended June 30th, so the US office was busy preparing
all of the necessary year-end financial documents and other donor
reports.
The dZi and Solidarity team postBrand Trust in Burlington, VT

Updates from our Partner Communities
Construction Projects
This month we handed over 4 more schools to the school
management committees, which officially completed the construction
of 11 schools this year. We built 46 classrooms and nearly 1,300
students benefited from the new schools this year - what an
accomplishment!
We also finished the Improved Cook Stove project this past month.
Although we didn't achieve our goal of building 1,200 cook stoves,
we successfully built 1,126 cook stoves in Gudel and Chheskam.
Tribhuvan Primary School, Jaleswori

Hira Primary School, Maheswori

Janagriti Primary School, Sotang

Chheskam Primary School, Chheskam

Agriculture Program

Agriculture technician for Maheswori, Thamsari, during a soil management training

Since June is the last month of our fiscal year, our agriculture team
was busy supporting local partners to prepare their final reports.
We also completed trainings on market management for 354 farmers,
urine collection and use for 97 farmers, organic cultivation for 108
farmers, banana cultivation for 30 farmers, evergreen fruit cultivation
for 54 farmers, and onion storage for 39 farmers. We distributed
various seeds and equipment to the farmers, too. Finally, we organized
a successful agriculture fair in Chheskam.

Gratitude to Jitna Janam Rai
Jitna Janam Rai is the district program
coordinator for Solukhumbu and has
been with dZi for almost 10 years.
Throughout those years, he has
demonstrated great leadership skills to
overcome all of the challenges of
implementing programs in
Solukhumbu.
It is thanks to Jitna that we initiated
our toilet projects in Solukhumbu and
built over 3,000 toilets, and inspired
the community of Gudel to reuse
plastic waste and declare it as "an
Open Plastic Free" village. He has also
led radio programs and dZi's
construction projects for the past
decade.
Thank you Jitna!

Up Next in July!
Annual staff summit in Kathmandu.
Plan and finalize programs for next year.

Story of the Month

"The best time to plant a tree was 20 years ago. The second best time is
now."
For every school that we build, we must use a lot of wood. So, we made a
plan with our partner communities to plant trees and other vegetation that
will make up for the loss of those trees. Teachers, students, and other
community members volunteered to plant trees on the school premise.
They planted different plants like Rudraksha, amriso, some flowering trees,
and marigold flowers. Although, some of the schools were completed in
May, they had to wait until the monsoon began in June to plant them.
The planting ceremony was quite a joy to watch since the
kids were delighted to take part in this program and parents were happy
to volunteer for this noble cause.

Thank you for reading!

As always, we'd love to hear from you.
Please send any comments, feedback, or
questions you'd like explained in
the June report to me at rupak@dzi.org

