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Nepal Update

IN JANUARY
The ruling parties in the Nepal Government struggled to pass the 

National Medical Education Bill this month after facing protests 

from the opposition party. The opposition party disrupted 

proceedings in the House of Parliament multiple times to stop the 

bill from being presented and passed. Dr. Govinda KC, an activist 

demanding reform in the medical education system, started his 

17th hunger strike against the bill too. However, a two-thirds 

majority passed the bill despite these controversies. 



Kathmandu Office Update

At the beginning of January we had the Central Project Advisory 

Committee meeting. CPAC is a mandatory meeting with 

representatives from 13 government line agencies and happens every 

6 months. We update the committee on our ongoing projects and 

they suggest improvements.

 

We also reviewed and evaluated 14 project proposals submitted by 

our NGO partners. We decided to conduct a feasibility study for 10 of 

the project proposals. We completed our mid-term evaluation of our 

ongoing projects this month. This month we were happy to see our 

next board chair, Brent Bishop, twice in our office.



Updates from our Partner Communities

Around 60% of the school projects have been completed so far, except 
for the Kalika School, which is a bit behind the others. Around 70-75% 
of the work for the drinking water projects has been finished at this 
point. However, we were not able to make a lot of progress on many of 
our projects in January since most of the local technicians were busy for 
other reasons. We expect to get back on schedule in February.
 
On the other hand, we have completed almost all of the starter projects 
in the community of Dobhane and 70% of the projects in Phedi so far.  

Laying pipes for the Bung 

Irrigation Project

Construction Projects



Agriculture Program

Farmers of Gudel at the study visit

In January, we distributed deciduous fruit plants and conducted 

trainings on their cultivation and trimming. We distributed these 

plants to 239 farmers and trained 237 farmers. We also distributed 

equipment, such as watering cans, drums, sprinklers, sprayers, and 

loose pipes to 421 farmers. In addition, we completed a training on 

how to make organic pesticides for 160 farmers and a group 

management training for 66 farmers.

 

We completed another agriculture fair in Maheswori, Khotang. 167 

farmers participated in the fair with their crops. In addition, 15 

farmers from Gudel visited commercial farmers in Sotang to learn 

from them. 

Best Pumpkin of the Fair



Feasibility study of projects proposed for next year.

Kathmandu office audit by US Auditor.

Midterm performance evaluation of agriculture field staff.

Up Next in February! 

Welcome Matthew Weatherley-White

 Thank you so much, Matthew!

We are excited to welcome Matthew 

to the Advisory Board! Matthew is a 

co-founder and Managing Director 

of Caprock – a privately owned 

investment advisor, with a focus on 

transparency, objectivity, and 

creating positive social and 

environmental value. He is a frequent 

commentator, speaker, and blogger, 

who has advised Governments and 

top business leaders across the 

globe. 

 

Matthew is a life-long athlete, climber, 

and adventurer. He is a founding 

board member and has served as the 

Chairman of the Lee Pesky Learning 

Center in Boise, Idaho – a non-profit 

that works with children, families, and 

schools to provide opportunities for 

students with learning disabilities.



Story of the Month

After our Parent Teacher Association orientation in May and June last 

year, one of the primary schools in Bung committed to making their 

school junk food free. They made a mandatory rule that students 

cannot eat junk food, like instant noodles and biscuits, for lunch 

during school hours, but homemade healthy food instead. After a 

months-long effort to teach parents about the effects of junk food 

and the benefits of homemade food, the school is finally junk food 

free. Students have been eating home cooked potatoes, roasted 

beans and maize, wheat bread and rice as their school lunch now. 

 

The principal of the school noticed that students have started sharing 

and eating together and the school is cleaner after implementing the 

rule. She thinks this will improve the students' health and quality of 

education too. 

Healthy snacks in School!

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=43Bpqvqki0w&t=644s


Thank you for reading! 

As always, we'd love to hear from you. 

Please send any comments, feedback, or 

questions you'd like explained in 

the January report to me at 

rupak@dzi.org

Thank you for reading! 


